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table or bench
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Materials you
need to do this
type of basting
u

Quilt top

u

Batting / wadding

u

Backing that is about 3-5 inches
bigger on all sides than the quilt
top

u

Large square or rectangular
table or bench top with
overhang

u

Quilting pins (ones with the
bend in them)

u

Teaspoon

u

Clamps, like these on the right
from Bunnings or very large bull
dog clips from Officeworks

3

Lay out
backing
u

Iron the backing

u

Leave a little hanging
over the bottom (the
right in this picture) and
the left side (the bottom
of this picture)

u

Make sure the bit laid
out on the table is very
flat.
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Clamp the
backing at
regular intervals
u

If your quilt is smaller
than your table
lengthwise, don’t worry
and don’t use clamps
on the short end.

u

Make sure the backing
is fairly taut but not
overstretched.
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Lay down the
batting and
then the top
u

Don’t use clamps for this step.

u

Make sure the batting is very
flat – smooth with your hand to
stretch is out and don’t have
any wrinkles.

u

Then lay down the top with a bit
of batting and backing
showing. Make sure it is VERY
smooth. Use your hands in big
sweeping motion to get is as
smooth as you can.

u

For larger quilts some batting
and part of the top will hang
over the table – on what I call
the right side.

6

Pin
u

Using the bent (and sharp)
safety pins and your hightech teaspoon, pin about
every six inches.

u

Use the spoon to lift the pin
after you have inserted it
through the sandwich. It
saves fingernails a LOT.

u

Only pin the part of the quilt
sandwich that is on the table,
meaning, don’t worry for now
about the bit on the right
falling over the edge of the
table.

7

Move the quilt
u

When you have finished
pinning the part of the
quilt sandwich on the
table, remove all the
clamps.

u

Move the quilt sandwich
to the left edge - near the
last lot of pins).

u

Clamp the side that is
already pinned, near the
last row of pins (right
photo).
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Getting ready
for the next lot
of pinning
u

Clamp the backing only
on the top, bottom and
side, again making sure it
is taut (left photo)

u

Lay out and smooth the
batting and then the top.

u

Start pinning again.

u

If you have a very large
quilt, you may need to do
2 or even more moves,
depending on the size of
your table.

9

Finish pinning
u

This is what your quilt
sandwich should look like
when done.

u

Undo all the clamps, put
them away – and your
teaspoon – and pat
yourself on the back
which is not sore! And
with a bonus of no sore
knees!!

u

Now you are ready to
start quilting.

