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Next General Meeting (Zoom)
Saturday 20 February

Friendly Respectful Welcoming Honest

President's Message

Due to the current health crisis,
ALL physical meetings of Bay
Quilters have been cancelled until
further notice.

Hi all,
Can you believe we’re already a month into the new year? And I haven’t
finished a single thing yet! (although I have started 2 BOMs… that I did
NOT need to start!)
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We’ve had a few questions about when we can meet in person. We’ve
got the following plan:
11 Feb – meet at the Beaumaris Concourse for coffee.
6 March - meet at Cheltenham Park for a picnic gathering… then if all
goes well, we’ll have the April meeting in the hall (fingers crossed).
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I am busy putting the finishing touches on my “Quotable Quotes”
challenge. I hope the summer challenge has inspired you to at least
think of a quote that inspires you, and that you were inspired to
represent that in quilting.
This month’s meeting will be a skill share session. I’m quite keen to
hear what the 4 presenters have to show us.

Coming Up @ Bay Quilters
11 Feb - Coffee Catch Up
13 Feb - Cont. Group (Zoom)
20 Feb - Summer Challenge due,
Skill Share (Zoom)
6 Mar - Picnic Get together
- Cheltenham Park
13 Mar - Cont. Group - Highett
20 Mar - Irene Blanck (Zoom)

After the skill share we’ll start off Show & Tell with the BOM blocks – I’m
hoping to see a sea of sunflowers looking back at me...?
And then we’ll showcase the Quotes… And then general show & Tell.
February is an awesome month for the club!
I hope you stay happy and healthy until then.
Keep stitching
Monique

Next Gazette
March 2021
Deadline for articles 28 February
Please send articles, photos or
anything of interest to
editor@bayquilters.com.au

See all the good
around you,
even if you
have to squint
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Bits & Bobs
February Meeting - Skill Share
We will have a skill share day via Zoom at the February meeting. Members will break into chat rooms
for a PowerPoint presentation of a quilting skill. These presentations will be for 10-15 minutes and
then the presenter will rotate to a different chat room. Subjects to be covered are Pixelation - Heather
Verkade, Long Stitch Quilting - Jill Poynton, Quilt Basting - Tricia Deasy, Improv Stitchery - Mary Parrish.

Summer Challenge - "Quotable Quotes"

Summer Challenge blocks will be presented at the February meeting.
Please make sure you email or text a photo your block to Monique (president@bayquilters.com.au)
before Friday 19 December. If possible do it sooner so Monique has plenty of time to organise the
photos into a PowerPoint presentation.
Remember, we are looking to celebrate your creativity, so we'd love to see lots of blocks.
There will be prizes awarded for Best Interpretation of the Theme - to be voted on by the committee,
as well as President's Choice.

New Member
A big welcome to Alison Monger who joined us this month. We hope you
enjoy many happy times at Bay Quilters.

Zoom Links
Some members have reported having trouble getting the Zoom links for meetings on the website, so
links will be emailed to all members a few days prior to each meeting. Keep an eye out for them and
remember to check your spam folder.
The links will still be available as usual in the events calendar on the website.

Contemporary Group
This group is hoping to be able to meet at the Highett Community Centre on Saturday 13 March.
Different ways of using text and photos and how to get them onto your fabric will be explored.
Any requirements as well as confirmation that we can actually meet will be sent by email closer to the
date. If you would like to be on the Contemporary Group emailing list, email Tricia
(tricia.deasy@bigpond.com).

Coffee Catch Up - The Concourse, Beaumaris
Save the date!! Thursday 11 February.
Please join us for a coffee and chat at the Concourse on
Reserve Road, Beaumaris - Thursday 11 February from
11am until 12.30pm, but stay longer if you like!
This is an informal gathering to say hello and reconnect
with other members.
We’ll meet at the seating area under the marquee, as
pictured.
Bring your own coffee (from home or from the several
shops nearby), wipes, sanitiser, hat and sunscreen.
We look forward to seeing you there!
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Bits & Bobs Cont'd
Jen Kingwell at the January Meeting
As well as a wonderful trunk show of many of her quilts, Jen Kingwell gave us a tour of her shop and
cafe in Torquay. She mentioned that she is transitioning to have the packaging for her patterns to be
on recycled paper and the paper will be recyclable. The inks used are also environmentally friendly.
We were fortunate to be shown 3 quilts from her new book - Quilt Recipes - that she is hoping will be
released in March. Patterns will use fabrics from the Winkipop range and include quilts, cushions and
place mats.

Coming up at the March Meeting
In March Irene Blanck will present her trunk show and give a mini demonstration of
her method of needleturn applique.

Irene lives in Melbourne. She has been quilting for the last 30 years but only started
designing in 2007. She has done all sorts of quilting but loves needleturn applique.
Irene teaches all aspects of needleturn applique and tries to instill in quilters the lovefor needleturn
applique. She teaches all the short-cuts which she's learnt over the years - mostly from making
mistakes and doing things over and over again. She has taught in Australia, the US and Europe.
Quiltmania published a book of her quilts in 2015 – titled “Focus on Applique” which helped launch her
international career. Her website is www.focusonquilts.com.au

Picnic Get Together
Planning is underway for a picnic lunch gathering to be held at Cheltenham Park on Saturday 6 March.
This will of course depend on the weather. Details will be advised by email closer to the date.

Show & Tell On Facebook & Instagram
If you’d like to share what you’ve been making, please photograph your completed quilts or take a
close up of your work in progress and send the pictures to Fiona using treasurer@bayquilters.com.au.
Remember to include the name of the designer, the measurements and a brief comment about
technique. We aim to use as many pictures as we can on our website, Facebook or Instagram.

Six Little Stories with Lots of Meanings
1. Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. On the day of the prayer, all the people
gathered, but only one boy came with an umbrella. That is faith.
2. When you throw babies in the air, they laugh because they know you will catch them.
That is trust.
3. Every night we go to bed without any assurance of being alive the next morning, but
we still set alarms to wake up. That is hope.
4. We plan big things for tomorrow in spite of zero knowledge fo the future. That is
confidence.
5. We see the world suffering, but still we get married and have children. That is love.
6. On an old man's shirt was written a sentence - "I am not 80 years old; I am sweet 16
with 64 years of experience." That is attitude.

Have a happy day and live your life like these six stories. Remember - Good friends
are the rare jewels of life, difficult to find and impossible to replace.
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Quilts from the Heart
I will be away for several months so while I am away, Lisa Blamer will be looking after distributing the
batting and labels for quilts. She has kits available too. They are complete with a suggested pattern,
backing fabric, label, binding and batting so you can just enjoy the process of cutting and sewing. If
you would like a kit/s and/or batting and backing fabric for a quilt top you have made, please contact
Lisa (Larry2step@aol.com) or ring her on 0400 560 750.

Donating finished quilts

Very Special Kids camps are cancelled for this year, so we are giving the quilts directly to VSK to
distribute to families. They are picked up from Carol Ross once a month so if you have any quilts for
them, please contact Carol (carolannross@bigpond.com) or 0418 141 922 and you can arrange to
drop them off.
Gail Lansdowne (vwikon@hotmail.com) is collecting the quilts for Mercy and Sandringham Hospitals.
Gill Hutchings (gordongill@iimetro.com.au) can answer any questions or organise to pick up donated
fabric.
Please keep all quilts for SECASA at home until May. They are moving to new premises in mid
February and approx 80 quilts will be donated to them at that time. That will keep them going until
June when I will get back to my monthly drop off.

A couple of helpful reminders

Remember to attach a paper label to the quilt with your name and who you want the recipient to be.
If you have made a quilt from a kit and are sending it to be quilted, please send the backing fabric and
binding with the quilt.
Carol Ross is happy to quilt any tops you have.
Please mail your BOMs from 2020 to our mailbox or give them to a committee member.

Row by Row

How is everyone going? It would be great to get a progress update by way of photos in the Gallery.
This will also give others ideas of things to do if they are stuck. Photos can be sent to Tess.
website@bayquilters.com.au. [See a few on page 8 - Ed]
Happy Quilting
Judith

QFTH Backing Fabric
For those members busy working on Quilts from the
Heart, thank you! We have a small selection of 108”
wide backing fabric available to anyone interested - see
the photo for colours.
If you’d like a piece of this fabric, please send a request
to Lisa (Larry2step@aol.com) or a member of the
committee. We’ll do our best to coordinate collection of
the fabric. If you contact us quickly, fabric can be
available at our coffee morning on 11 February (see the
separate item p2).
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Help Needed
Do you enjoy hand stitching? Would you like to help by
completing some Grandmother's Flower Garden blocks for a
donation quilt? BQ has been given a whole lot of blocks that
need to be completed and made up into a quilt. If you'd enjoy
doing a project like this, please contact Lisa Blamer
Larry2step@aol.com or ring on 0400 560 750.

Thank you email
The following very touching email was received from a recipient of
a donated quilt (left).
Dear Fiona and all the wonderful ladies of the Bay Quilters,
I was so shocked to receive the beautiful quilt from you this
morning which brought me to tears.
I will be so thrilled to give this to my beautiful nephew Christopher
who is about to undergo a kidney transplant where my brother
will be the donor. Chris was born with Cystic Fibrosis and has had
two lung transplants in his short 27 years and due to medications,
his kidneys have now been affected and damaged so the kidney
transplant has to happen.
[The photo} is Chris at his wedding with my beautiful Dad who
passed away on the 15 December 2020.
Thank you very, very much and Chris will be so happy to take the
quilt with him to the Alfred hospital for the transplant operation in
February. I will be forever grateful and will support your group in
the community as much as possible through my position at the
Beaumaris Bendigo Branch.
Kind regards

2021 Block of the Month
Please have your first block - Sunflower - ready to show everyone at the February Zoom meeting.
The next technique we will tackle is reverse applique. Reverse Applique
is when you cut away the ‘background’ fabric, to reveal the ‘feature’
fabric below it. This month we will applique hot air balloons. Find
yourself some fun balloon fabric, and something that looks like a
basket.
The instructions are on the website under Projects/Block of the Month
2021/2021-2.
I will demonstrate the block at the February meeting.
Monique
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The Panguitch Quiltwalk Story
In 1863 the first group of the pioneers came to Panguitch, Utah, USA from Parowan, Utah under the
leadership of Jens Neilson. They followed the route over the rugged Bear Valley, part of the Spanish
Trail. Crops were planted but the season was short and they did not mature. The winter of 18641865 was extremely cold and snow was deep. The closest supplies were either one hundred and
fifteen miles to the north in Gunnison, or forty miles to the west over the difficult Bear Valley Road in
Parowan. Seven men left Panguitch to go to Parowan to get flour and food for the starving colony. At
the head of Bear Valley they had to abandon their two yoke of oxen and a light wagon because of the
deep snow. They proceeded on foot. The only progress that could be made over this frozen, crusted
snow, was to lay a quilt down, walk to the end of it, re-lay it and walk again. In this way they reached
Parowan.
The following information was recorded by Alexander Matheson: "We began the quilt-laying in
prayerful earnestness. The return trip was harder with the weight of the flour, but we finally made it
to our wagon and oxen and on home with thankfulness to the Lord for his goodness. The whole
settlement welcomed us, because we had been gone longer than expected."
The quilts they had each carried for sleeping in, had helped them to get to their destination.
Read more here

Quilt depicting the walk.

Caring for our Members
If you know of a group member who is seriously ill
or is mourning the loss of a loved one, please send
the information to Linda Currie so a card can be
sent on behalf of the membership and, if
appropriate, the news can be shared with our
group. Email: lindyandjc@hotmail.com or phone
0411 733 252
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February Birthdays
The following members are celebrating
their birthdays this month.
We wish you a very happy birthday and hope it's a
good year for you!
Deneil Hassell
Margaret Banks
Mary Parrish
Glenice Laughlin

Lyn Firestone
Dani Molloy
Anne Ferguson
Peggy Davis

Check It Out
Every effort is taken to make sure information provided is correct. Some of the events listed below are
online. For the physical events, please check they are going ahead with the organisers or on their
website prior to attending.
Sue De Vanny has a solo exhibition 15 March - 30 April, Kyabram Town Hall, 199-209 Allan St,
Kyabram.
Quiltcon 2021 will be online 18 to 22 February.
The five day event will include live lectures, panels, and tours, as well as on-demand workshops
and many opportunities for socialization.
Great International Craft Show
The Great International Craft Show is an interactive experience. Just like a physical event,
vendors ‘man their stands’ running demonstrations, make event offers and welcome chatter.
Leslie Edwards, a former president of Ps and Qs and the wife of our web developer, Glen, has a
'stand' at this show. She dyes her own fabrics and sells her own patterns.
Kingston Arts holds mini exhibitions featuring local artists at G3 Artspace, Shirley Burke
Theatre, 64 Parkers Road, Parkdale, open Wednesday - Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturday 12 - 5pm
At any time you can find out what the current exhibition is on their website. Currently Suzanne
Maree Donato presents 'Happiness, like a breath out of place', a solo exhibition of paintings
and drawings.

Online Diversions
if you would like to explore a different aspect of embroidery, you might like to have a look at
these garden leaves as embroidered artwork.
See them here
If you want to practise your quilting but don't want to piece a top, the Honest Fabric website
offers a variety of custom printed fabrics in 3 different sizes.
See their range
Are you a beginner quilter, or know someone who is? This website provides a comprehensive
guide to how to get started. It clearly explains each step complete with photos.
Learn here
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Photo Gallery
Some Row by Row Inspiration

Works In Progress

Mary Ellen Wahlheim is playing with the
placement of these colourful houses. We look
forward to seeing the final arrangement.

This is another work in progress. It has
been pieced by Irene Thomas. She is
using a technique developed by Lorrie
Cranor called interleaved quilts.

Where in the World?
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We've all given quilts to people in Australia but have you given them to people overseas? In which
countries are they being loved now? Let's find out how far and wide Bay Quilters love has
spread. Which countries have you sent or left quilts as gifts in?
Send your answers to Judith
cmjbaxtersil@gmail.com or Marion - editor@bayquilters.com.au. We will collate them and include in a
future newsletter.
While this is not a quilt story, it is the beautiful hand work of Anita Breitenbach and a beautiful family
story.
Living in another country far away from family and friends and
especially one’s mum is very hard especially at Christmastime. In
2008 my husband and I went back home to Cape Town, South
Africa for Christmas so I decided to make my mum this ‘ All Hearts
Come Home For Christmas’ apron as a gift. I know my mum really
cherished this apron as it felt like we were there somehow during
the Christmas festivities. The apron evolved into a ‘sort of‘ family
tree over the years as I was able to add the names of great
grandchildren on each return holiday to Cape Town.

My mum passed away in 2016 three days after Christmas. I was
able to be with her and say goodbye. When I returned home to
Australia the apron came back with me as our memory. I have
added two more great grandchildren’s names since my Mum’s
passing and I hope this apron will be cherished by the family, for
many years to come, as our very own personal family tree.
Meanwhile it has a special place each Christmas, during family celebrations, at our home away from
home, in Australia.
Helen Clark writes -

I continue to write to the daughter of a Canadian pen friend my mother began corresponding with in
1930. I sent Linda a quilt made with Leesa Chandler's fabrics for Christmas 2019. That same
Christmas I also sent a quilt made from aboriginal fabrics to a 2nd cousin who I met for the first time
4 years ago while in Berlin, Germany.
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Any Suggestions? Or Comments?
Is there something you'd like the club to do to
help you through this period? Please send any
suggestions to president@bayquilters.com.au.

Paying by Direct Deposit
Bank details:
Account name:
Bay Quilters Inc
BSB:
633-000
Account number: 120483029
Reference: Surname initial plus event code number (eg SmithM2)
Each event includes an Event reference code number. Refer to the individual Event page on the
website for the code. For membership renewal use your Surname and Initial. Remember to keep a
copy of the bank confirmation for your records. Email the Secretary or Treasurer to advise your
payment.

