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Bay Quilters Gazette
Next General Meeting (Zoom)
Saturday 20 March

Friendly Respectful Welcoming Honest

COVIDSafe restrictions now apply.
We aim to hold a meeting at the
hall on Saturday 17 April.
Save the date.
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Coming Up @ Bay Quilters

How did it get to be March already ?!?!?
Last month we had a bumper Zoom meeting with a skill share session
and the summer challenge entries. I would like to thank Mary, Heather,
Tricia and Jill for sharing their knowledge with us. It was great to listen to
their talks. And I loved the diversity of the summer challenge this year.
We had our first face-to-face coffee catch up after almost a year, and it
was great to see all your smiling faces. By the time you read this, we will
have had our second get together via a picnic, and maybe life will start to
feel more normal.
This month we have Irene Blanck talking to us about her hand appliqué
technique. Many of us have tried some of her patterns, so it will be great
to hear her presentation.

The BOM this month is feeling a little sheepish – I hope you are inspired
20 Mar - Irene Blanck (Zoom)
to start your own flock.
27 Mar - Cont. Group (Zoom)
10 Apr - Cont. Group - Highett
Keep stitching
17 Apr - Sit & Sew - Beaumaris Hall
Monique
15 May - Michelle Yeo (Zoom)

Next Gazette
April 2021
Deadline for articles 28 March
Please send articles, photos or
anything of interest to
editor@bayquilters.com.au

Imperfectly finished
is better than
perfectly unfinished
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Bits & Bobs
February Meeting - Skill Share
A huge thank you to our four presenters - Heather Verkade, Jill Poynton, Tricia Deasy and Mary
Parrish. They all did a fantastic job. Each presenter was well prepared and shared very interesting
information and lots of useful tips. If you missed the meeting or would like to revisit any or all of the
topics, the powerpoint presentations are now on the website under Projects.

Irene Blanck at the March Meeting

Irene will present her trunk show and give a mini demonstration of her method of
needleturn appliqué.
Irene lives in Melbourne and has been quilting for the last 30 years, but only started
designing in 2007. She has done all sorts of quilting but loves needleturn appliqué.
Irene teaches all aspects of needleturn appliqué and aims to instil her love of the technique in other
quilters. She shares all the shortcuts that she's picked up over the years, mostly learnt from making
mistakes and doing things over and over again. She has taught in Australia, the US and Europe.
Quiltmania published a book of her quilts in 2015 titled “Focus on Appliqué” which helped launch her
international career. Her website is www.focusonquilts.com.au

Coffee Catch Up

It was great to see so many members at The Concourse, Beaumaris on 11 February. The weather was
perfect and the conversations were many and varied. And of course there were many quilts shared.

April Meeting

The meeting on 17 April will be a Sit & Sew at the Beaumaris Community Centre, "our hall'. To comply
with COVID rules and contact tracing obligations, there will be a few changes to how we operate.

Upon entry, you will be required to scan a QR code using your phone. If you don't have this
technology, a manual record will be made. We can assist you if needed. Everyone will need to sign the
attendance book as this is required for BQ insurance purposes.
Please don't queue at the door. Come back to sign in when the line is shorter. We ask that you bring
the exact money to pay for entry ($3) and raffle ticket ($2) if you would like one. No change will be
given.

Please do not bring donation quilts to this meeting. Please keep them until June when Judith returns.
We will, however, have the regular Show & Tell.
Advice from Bayside Council is that the kitchen will not be available to groups hiring the hall. Please
bring your own drink, morning tea, lunch, coffee cup and any cutlery you require.

Contemporary Group
The March meeting date for this group has been changed to Saturday 27 March. This will be a Zoom
session.
On Saturday 10 April, we are planning to meet at the Highett Community Centre, government
restrictions allowing. Different ways of using text and photos and how to get them onto your fabric
will be explored.
Any requirements as well as confirmation that we can actually meet will be sent by email closer to the
date. If you would like to be on the Contemporary Group email list, contact Tricia
(tricia.deasy@bigpond.com).
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Summer Challenge - "Quotable Quotes"
There were ten entries submitted in response to the challenge. They were all fantastic, making the
choice of winners difficult. All of the entries can be viewed in the gallery on the website.
President's Choice winner was Glenys Hopkins.
Monique thought Glenys really captured 2020 with
"Sometimes all you can do is just hang on"

Best Interpretation of the Theme was (blind) voted on by the
committee. The winner was Monique with her Dr Seuss
inspired quote, "Why fit in when you were born to stand
out?". The parrot has 100 feathers. The words are painted
and the quilting is a mix of free motion and walking foot.

2021 Block of the Month
Firstly, it was great to see all the lovely sunflower blocks on the screen last month. I look forward to
seeing all the balloon blocks at the March meeting.
This month’s BOM will look at using the zig-zag stitch on your sewing
machine to fix the appliqué shape to the backing. This gives a nice neat
edge around the shape being appliqued, and ensures that all the edges
are hidden and won’t fray. Varying the stitch length/width can give some
interesting artistic effects to the appliqué.
Come and explore the options while creating a (flock of) sheep.
The instructions are on the website under Projects>Block of the Month
2021>2021-3.
Monique

Show & Tell On Facebook & Instagram
Please continue to share what you’ve been making so it can be posted on Facebook and Instagram.
Please photograph your completed quilts or take a close up of your work in progress and send the
pictures to Fiona using treasurer@bayquilters.com.au. Remember to include the name of the
designer, the measurements and a brief comment about technique. We would like to use as many
pictures as we can on our website, Facebook or Instagram.
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Quilts from the Heart
For any QFTH queries and for batting and labels, please contact Lisa Blamer (Larry2step@aol.com) or
ring her on 0400 560 750. Lisa has kits available too. They are complete with a suggested pattern,
backing fabric, label, binding and batting so you can just enjoy the process of cutting and sewing.
When you complete a kit, please return the bag with the pattern and any leftover fabric to Lisa.

Donating finished quilts

There are no camps for Very Special Kids this year, so we are giving the quilts directly to VSK to
distribute to families. They are picked up from Carol Ross once a month. If you have any quilts for
VSK, please email Carol (carolannross@bigpond.com) or call 0418 141 922 and you can arrange to
drop them off.
Gail Lansdowne (vwikon@hotmail.com) is collecting the quilts for Mercy and Sandringham Hospitals.
Gail will be delivering baby quilts at the end of March so if you have any you would like to donate,
please call Gail on 0407 318 297 to arrange pick up/delivery.
Gill Hutchings (gordongill@iimetro.com.au) can answer any questions or organise to pick up donated
fabric.
Please keep all quilts for SECASA at home until the end of May. Once I return in June, I will get back to
my monthly drop off. More details will be in a later gazette.

A couple of helpful reminders

Remember to attach a paper label to the quilt with your name and who you would like the recipient to
be.
If you have made a quilt from a kit and are sending it to be quilted, please send the backing fabric and
binding with the quilt.
Carol Ross is happy to quilt any tops you have.
Please mail your BOMs from last year to the BQ mailbox or give them to a committee member.

Row by Row

How is everyone going? I expect the quilts are growing in size and lots of patterns have been
swapped. It would be great to get an update by way of photos for the gallery. This will also give others
ideas if they are stuck. Photos can be sent to Tess using website@bayquilters.com.au.
Happy Quilting
Judith

QFTH Backing Fabric

We have a small selection of 108” wide
backing fabric available to anyone busy
working on Quilts from the Heart quilts see the photo for colours.
If any of these fabrics would work for your
donation quilt, please send a request to
Lisa (Larry2step@aol.com) or a member of
the committee. We’ll do our best to
coordinate collection of the fabric.
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The Seamstresses Who Helped Put a Man on the Moon
Before man could take a giant leap, there were a few giant-sized problems to be solved. This is one of
them: In the vacuum of space, without the right spacesuit, an astronaut could blow up like a balloon,
or burn up, or maybe get drilled by a micro-meteorite.
When NASA needed a new moon suit, big government contractors, like Litton Industries and Hamilton
Standard, made stiff, bulky spacesuit prototypes that often looked like a cross between Sir Galahad
and Buzz Lightyear. What NASA needed was something more flexible, and they found out that no one
knew flexible like the people who made Playtex girdles and bras.
Playtex, also known as the International Latex Corporation (ILC), of Dover, Delaware, wasn't nearly as
big as the other suit makers, but they had some pretty radical ideas. In 1967 ILC came up with a softer,
more flexible spacesuit made almost entirely of fabric. ILC won the contract for the Apollo suits, and
gave some of their bra-making seamstresses a brand-new assignment.
Women, it turns out, had the perfect touch, according to ILC project manager Homer Riehm. "The
people that sewed the suits were all women, that's correct," he said. And the reason? "Agility." And it
took plenty of agility: Each suit was comprised of 21 layers of gossamer-thin fabric, sewn to a precise
tolerance of 1/64th of an inch on a sewing machine your grandmother might've used. Reihm said, "We
were interested in accuracy." In other words, there was no room for any mistakes.
The women who made the suits never forgot that their work could be the difference between victory
and tragedy. "They may have had the most important job of all, frankly," said Basil Hero, author of the
Apollo account, "The Mission of a Lifetime." "As Neil Armstrong said, "Those space suits were mini
spacecraft. You were one pin prick away from death. If those suits failed, that was it. You were done."
And then the job got even tougher. In January 1967, during a test, a spark in the Apollo 1 capsule's
pure oxygen atmosphere triggered an inferno from which there was no escape for astronauts Gus
Grissom, Ed White and Roger Chaffee. In the months that followed, NASA engineers put their grief
aside and made the spacecraft safer. ILC also revamped the suits to take out anything that could burn.
And the inspections there could be brutal: if one of the women left so much as a stray pin in the
finished suit, there'd be hell to pay. If you had a pin in your spacesuit you got stuck with it!
The astronauts themselves were familiar faces as their suits were made, both in person for fittings,
and on the signed face cards that hung from every suit – a reminder that the astronauts were betting
their lives on the skilled hands of ILC. Seamstress Joanna Thompson said, "We would have astronauts
come in and thank us, and that was a real boost. It made a connection there that you didn't forget."
And on July 20, 1969, when the big moment finally arrived, the women of International Latex held their
breath. Lillie Elliott recalled, "Once they started down the ladder, and he put his foot on the moon,
that was a pinnacle of watching something that you've helped do."
None of the spacesuits failed, not once, on the first moon mission, or the last.
ILC is still making spacesuits … and who knows, an ILC suit might one day go to Mars.
Source: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/apollo-11-the-seamstresses-who-helped-put-a-man-on-the-moon/

Caring for our Members
If you know of a group member who is seriously ill or is mourning the loss of a loved one, please send
the information to Linda Currie so a card can be sent on behalf of the membership and, if
appropriate, the news can be shared with our group. Email: lindyandjc@hotmail.com or phone 0411
733 252
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March Birthdays
The following members are celebrating
their birthdays this month.
We wish you a very happy birthday and hope it's a
good year for you!
Frederica McDonnell
Andrea Wood
Judith Baxter
Elizabeth Macura

Helen Lloyd
Gill Hutchings
Heather Duncan

Quilt Coats
There’s always something new and now we’re seeing the quilt coat!
Victoria Findlay Wolfe has run an online lecture and pictures are
popping up on social media. Take a look on Instagram at:
@britney.frey
@lady_lancaster_
@jozmakesquilts

Jodie is from Scribbly Gum Quilt Co (Sydney) and is running the ‘The
Quilt Coat Quilt-Along” on Facebook.
Anyone interested?
I’ve added a coat to my ‘to do’ list.
Fiona
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Check It Out
Every effort is taken to make sure information provided is correct. Some of the events listed below are
online. For the physical events, please check they are going ahead with the organisers or on their
website prior to attending.
Australian Textile Exhibition - A Year of Celebration
Tickets for the first of four chapters are now on sale at www.chandlerscottage.com ($5)
Autumn in Australia - 23 to 27 March.
Chandlers Cottage Warehouse and Studio, 1/20 Canterbury Rd, Braeside. 10am to 4pm daily
Second chapter will be 25 to 29 May.
6th Biennial Golden Textures, Contemporary Art Quilt Exhibition
Central Goldfields Art Gallery, Old Fire Station, 1 Neill St, Maryborough.
4 March to 9 May 2021. Free entry. Thursday to Sunday 10am to 4pm.
Kerang Quilters Inc. Quilt Show - Colours of Kerang - Easter 2021
Saturday 3 April: 10am to 5pm, Sunday 4 April: 10am to 4pm
Special feature - Quilts by Patti McDonald
Entry $5. Enquiries - 0419 325 294
AQIPP 2021 is to go ahead. Planned dates are 11 November to 18 December.
Whitehorse Artspace, Box Hill Town Hall.
This year's theme is "Where in the World?" AQIPP is a juried, judged and sponsored exhibition
open to all quilters in Australia. For more information go to their website.

Online Diversions
Beyond Festival of Quilts has announced a series of new on demand classes. There are four to
choose from; three mixed media classes on encaustic and soy wax, plus a cloth doll workshop.
Prices are reasonable and include over 2 hours of hours of step-by-step video content, with
access until 31st December 2021.
More info here
Ever wondered about the history of our craft? Mary Fons presents 'A Brief History of American
Quilts' on Youtube.
Watch here
Are you planning a quilt and are put off by having to calculate how to cut your fabric to get the
size of block you are hoping to make? Take a look at this website that gives an online calculator
for a variety of commonly used blocks. All you need to do is enter your finished block size and
you will get a cutting plan.
Quick Block Calculator
Do you have a problem with thread snapping - especially metallic thread?
Take a look at this video for a few helpful tips.

Watch here
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Photo Gallery

A beautiful purple Row by Row underway
If you are looking for some Row by Row
inspiration, you can see quilts in progress on
the website in the Gallery/Quilts From the
Heart/Row by Row Quilts.
Glenys & Jennie Hopkins worked on this Row by Row quilt

Picnic Get-together
A group of more than 30
gathered at Cheltenham Park
on Saturday morning (6 March)
to enjoy the sun and a good
chat.
Lisa handed out some quilt kits
for QFTH and had a box of
fabrics
for
members
to
rummage through.

Jill Poynton completed
this
modern
quilt
using the centre panel
from the Max & Louise
workshop in 2019.

Where in the World?
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We've all given quilts to people in Australia but have you given them to people overseas? In which
countries are they now being loved? Let's find out how far and wide Bay Quilters love has
spread. Which countries have you sent quilts to, or left them in?
Send your story to Judith
cmjbaxtersil@gmail.com or Marion - editor@bayquilters.com.au. We will collate them and include in a
future newsletter.
This month Desley Maisano shares a quilt she has recently sent to the US.

In January this year I sent this quilt to a friend who lives in Gurnee IL, just north of Chicago.
She is a middle school teacher and is having a
tough time with teaching virtually and feeling
isolated from her friends and family due to social
distancing.
I had the quilt ready with just the binding needing
to be completed to send to her for her birthday
later this year, but when her relationship ended I
quickly bound it to send it early as she needed a
boost.
It arrived in good time, however the box looked
like someone had taken a bite out of it. Luckily I
had wrapped the quilt in plastic and it was
undamaged.
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Any Suggestions? Or Comments?
Is there something you'd like the club to do to
help you through this period? Please send any
suggestions to president@bayquilters.com.au.

Paying by Direct Deposit
Bank details:
Account name:
Bay Quilters Inc
BSB:
633-000
Account number: 120483029
Reference: Surname initial plus event code number (eg SmithM2)
Each event includes an Event reference code number. Refer to the individual Event page on the
website for the code. For membership renewal use your surname and Initial. Remember to keep a
copy of the bank confirmation for your records. Email the Secretary or Treasurer to advise your
payment.

