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Friendly Respectful Welcoming Honest

COVIDSafe restrictions now apply.

Inside this issue:
Bits & Bobs April Meeting 2
Bits & Bobs
3
QFTH
4
2021 BOM
5
Birthdays
5
Quilters and Fabric
6
Check It Out
7
Photo Gallery
8
Quilting History
9
Where in the World?
9
Committee Contacts
10

Coming Up @ Bay Quilters
10 Apr - Cont. Group - Highett
17 Apr - Sit & Sew - Beaumaris
Hall
8 May - Cont. Group - Highett
15 May - Michelle Yeo (Zoom)
27 May - Coffee catch up

Sit & Sew
at Beaumaris Library Hall
President's Message
Hello Everyone,
How was your Easter long weekend? I hope you were able to spend some
time with your sewing.
Over the Easter weekend I debated starting yet another Block of the Month,
which was not on my plan for the year (I’m already doing 2 BOMs this year). I
got out my 2021 plan to see what I could tick off so far this year – answer:
nothing. Instead of starting something new, I hauled out a few WIPs to see
if one of them inspired me. Luckily, one did!
In another 3 months, it will be our AGM. We will again be looking for people
to volunteer for the club. Please consider volunteering your help in any way,
be that on the committee, or in one of the non-committee roles. If you
would like to get involved, please reach out to myself or Fiona.
Last month we had a ‘picnic in the park’ social, where about 40 members
came and sewed and chatted and nattered in person for the morning. It was
lovely to see everyone again.
This month we have not one, but two in person gatherings – the
contemporary group is meeting in person, and then our meeting on the 3rd
Saturday will be in person. I am looking forward to seeing your happy
smiling faces.
Keep Stitching,
Monique

Next Gazette
May 2021
Deadline for articles 30 April
Please send articles, photos or
anything of interest to
editor@bayquilters.com.au
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Bits & Bobs
April Meeting and COVID Safety & Compliance

We’re all looking forward to returning to the hall for our meeting on Saturday 17 April. This will be a Sit
& Sew day and a catch up with our quilting friends.

One of the conditions of hiring either the Beaumaris Community Centre or Highett Neighbourhood
House is that we have a COVID safety plan. You‘ll find our plan on the website under
Documents>Policies>Bay Quilters COVID Safe plan.
We have registered with the Victorian government’s QR code service to record visitors to
our venues for contact tracing purposes. Upon entry to the hall, every person who
attends must scan the code. If you’re unable to scan, you can enter a 6 digit code in the
Service Victoria app, or fill out your details in a (paper-based) contact tracing log.

All members will still need to sign the attendance book for insurance purposes.
Please understand that these procedures may slow your entry to the hall. We ask for your patience.
We also ask that you don't queue at the door. Come back to sign in when the line is shorter. But make
sure you remember to do so!

Other Meeting Information

Please do not bring donation quilts to this meeting. Please keep them until June when Judith returns.
We will, however, have the regular Show & Tell.
The Library will be open for returns and borrowing but the Trading Table will not operate this month.
Storm at Sea challenge quilts made for the 2019 quilt show, and later displayed at Beaumaris Library
will be available for you to pick up.
It's been over a year since we last had a meeting 'in person' and that's a lot of information
above, so here's a list to help you remember what you might need to bring to the meeting.

Things to bring to the April meeting We ask that you bring the exact money to pay for entry ($3) and raffle ticket ($2) if you would like
one. No change will be given.
Your name badge (good luck finding it!)
Please bring all the BQ library books you borrowed at our meeting in February last year (more luck
needed?)
If you have any magazines that belong to Bay Quilters, please bring these too.
Blocks of the month for QFTH from both 2020 and this year.
Any outstanding completed Summer Challenge blocks from the Neighbourhood challenge (what
year was that again?)
Show & Tell - Everyone is going to be keen to share but can you please only bring your favourite
piece to show this month. If all the hanging space is full, we may have a show & tell parade.
We will not be using the kitchen so you will need to bring all your own food and drink
requirements, including morning tea, lunch, coffee cup and any cutlery.
And for a bit of fun
As a discussion point for the April meeting, we are asking members to bring a piece of the oldest
fabric you have in your stash. What is the story of this 'old' fabric? Why do you still have it? Did you
have a plan for it? Is it a remnant from a project?
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Bits & Bobs Cont'd
Coffee Mornings

The coffee morning held at the Concourse in February was such a success that the Committee has
decided to hold others in the months when we have a Zoom meeting. The next one will be on
Thursday 27 May at 10.30am. Pop the date in your diary now.
Bring your own coffee (from home or from one of several shops nearby), a cushion and a warm coat.
Please join us at the Concourse on Reserve Road, Beaumaris at the seating area under the marquee.
We look forward to seeing you there!

General Zoom Chats
General Zoom chat sessions held on the first Saturday of the month will continue until July. The future
of these sessions will be reassessed after the AGM, and will depend on demand.

Retreat
Our Treasurer, Fiona, is happy to report that Country Place has now refunded the total amount of the
deposit paid for last year's retreat. This is good news as it means we are not out of pocket for an event
that didn't proceed due to COVID.

Irene Blanck Online Classes

Irene gave us a wonderful presentation last month. Any
members interested in the online classes she mentioned
(Matilda and Clam Shell Quilt) can find more information
on her website www.focusonquilts.com.au.

Meg Novacco made this Irene Blanck quilt
top. It is yet to be quilted

Contemporary Group
On Saturday 10 April, this group will meet at the Highett Community Centre. Different ways of using
text and how to get it onto your fabric will be explored.
A requirements list has been emailed to regular attendees. If you would like to come along to this
group please email Tricia (tricia.deasy@bigpond.com).

Quilts Of Valour
In early March, quilts were awarded in Warrnambool by Quilts Of Valour. The
quilt presented to Senator Jacqui Lambie was made by Monique. The senator
served in the army for over 10 years.

Virtual Exhibition
If you are looking for inspiration or just a little eye candy, check out the SAQA (Studio Art Quilt
Associates) website. They have a choice of 6 virtual galleries you can browse at your leisure. Start with
this link - scroll down till you see the Virtual Gallery thumbnails.
https://www.saqa.com/art/online-galleries/virtual-gallery-program
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Quilts from the Heart
For any QFTH queries or if you need batting and/or labels, please contact Lisa Blamer,
(Larry2step@aol.com) or ring her on 0400 560 750. Lisa also has kits available. So far she has handed
out 17 kits and has 12 more ready to go. For the next couple of months please hold on to your
completed quilts. Lisa has asked that when you complete a kit, can you please return the bag with the
pattern and any leftover fabric to her.
Lisa will have kits and backing available at the April meeting.
Again, please DO NOT bring completed donation quilts to this meeting.

Donating finished quilts

If you have any quilts for Very Special Kids, please email Carol (carolannross@bigpond.com) or call
0418 141 922 and you can arrange to drop them off.
Gill Hutchings (gordongill@iimetro.com.au) can answer any questions or organise to pick up donated
fabric.

A couple of helpful reminders

Remember to attach a paper label to the quilt with your name and your intended recipient group.
If you have made a quilt from a kit and are sending it to be quilted, please send the backing fabric and
binding with the quilt. Carol Ross is happy to quilt any tops you have.
Carol wrote the following:

Thank you to all the ladies who made quilts for QFTH during our COVID shutdown. I have been
busy and happily quilting the beautiful quilts.
There was no VSK Somers Camp last October or in February 2021. In lieu of that, in December,
Edwina of VSK in Malvern was given 46 quilts to be given to their Very Special Kids when Father
Christmas visited the Malvern Centre on Sundays in December.
Thanks again to all of you for your generosity and taking time to make such beautiful quilts.
Here is an excerpt from Edwina’s most recent email:
"After a challenging 2020, and being unable to
hold our annual end of year family day at
Malvern, we were thrilled to offer 2 family photo
days onsite with Santa. Families were so excited
and 60 of them came across 2 Sundays to have
their photos taken and reconnect with Very
Special Kids. We were so grateful for the
donation of gorgeous quilts from Bayside
Quilters, and each family was able to choose one
as they left their session. The feedback and
gratitude was immense, along with the beaming
smiles as children chose their favourite.
Here is a beautiful photo of Alex and his new
baby brother enjoying their quilt at home."
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2021 Block of the Month
I hope you had a go at making the sheep. I'm looking forward to seeing a whole flock of sheep at the
April meeting.
This month we are going to work on needle turn appliqué.
Traditionally needle turn appliqué involved drawing your shape onto
your feature fabric, and turning the raw edges under as you sewed
around the shape. While some people still use this technique, there
are a multitude of techniques to turn the raw edges under before you
start sewing, which allows you to sew by hand or machine. We’ll
explore a few of these techniques while we create a bevy of
butterflies.
The instructions are on the website under Projects>Block of the Month
2021>2021-4.
Monique

April Birthdays
The following members are celebrating
their birthdays this month.
We wish you all a very happy birthday!
Tenille Ohlson
Gwenda Wieringa
Sandra Groves
Faye Weeks
Marion Beach
Tricia Deasy
Elaine Harrison

Beth Fennessy
Maureen King
Julie Leitz
Carrie Farrow
Jennifer Hopkins
Glenys Hopkins

Be who you are and say what you feel,
because those who mind don't matter
and those who matter don't mind.
Dr Seuss
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Why Do Quilters Have So Much Fabric?
(A blog post by Jennifer Lopez for CT Publishing)
Quilters have a lot of fabric. That is a natural consequence of the hobby, but why? There are many
cheeky comments online about “hoarding disorders”, but that is not the real reason. The real reasons
we have so much fabric are varied. Let’s consider a few:
It was on sale – This rationale is the subject of many memes, but good quality quilting fabric can be
expensive. Maybe you don’t need that fabric today, but it will come in handy later so let’s take
advantage of the cost savings now!
It is for my “fabric retirement account” – Many quilters actively build their stashes while they are
gainfully employed knowing that in their retirement years, fabric is going to be even more expensive
than it is today. As long as you keep it out of the sunlight and away from dampness, quilting fabric can
never “go bad”, so stashing up now just makes good sense.
Inspiration everywhere – I am sure I speak for many quilters out there not just myself when I say, it’s
hard to walk into a fabric store for a specific thing and not walk out with additional, unplanned
acquisitions. Seeing new colours and designs always sends my imagination spinning with what I
“could” make with those fabrics. I buy some, hoping I will be able to find time to actually make that
newly envisioned project… someday.
It was just pretty – I have purchased fabric many times just
because it was pretty, with little or no idea about what it would
be used for. For quilters, many times quilting is more akin to
collecting rather than sewing, and that is just as valid as any
other “collecting” hobby. We take the fabric out from time to
time, we admire it, we think about what we might make with it.
Maybe we use it, maybe we put it back in the stash. Either way,
it just makes us happy to own a little bit of it.
Stash-building – Folks who quilt a lot know what they are
always in need of. For me, it is green. I can’t get enough of it
and I can never have too many shades of green. Having a
variety of fabrics on hand to choose from helps new quilting
projects come to life without a mad dash to the fabric store.
Whatever your reason, I’m sure we’re all going to continue buying fabric, and why not!

Caring for our Members
If you know of a group member who is seriously ill or is mourning the loss of a loved
one, please send the information to Linda Currie so a card can be sent on behalf of the
membership and, if appropriate, the news can be shared with our group.
Email: lindyandjc@hotmail.com or phone 0411 733 252
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Check It Out
Every effort is taken to make sure information provided is correct. Before attending, please check with
the organisers that the events are going ahead.
6th Biennial Golden Textures, Contemporary Art Quilt Exhibition
Central Goldfields Art Gallery, Old Fire Station, 1 Neill St, Maryborough.
4 March to 9 May 2021. Free entry. Thursday to Sunday 10am to 4pm.
Mary Quant: Fashion Revolutionary,
Bendigo Art Gallery, 42 View Street, Bendigo
20 Mar 21 to 11 Jul 2021. 10am - 5pm. Adult $25, Concession $22
This is a retrospective exhibition on the iconic British fashion designer. She popularised the
mini skirt, colourful tights and tailored trousers – encouraging a new age of feminism.
More info: bendigoartgallery@bendigo.vic.gov.au
The Australian Embroidery Convention
Brisbane Convention Centre, Southbank, Brisbane
16 to 18 April. Now moved to July 30 - August 1.
Includes an exhibit of international textile art presented by Studio Art Quilt Associates titled
Opposites Attract. There will be 35 pieces to savour and explore.
Art and Craft Exhibition - Ballarat CWA
Creswick Hall, 68 Albert St, Creswick
Friday 30 April 10am to 5pm and Saturday 1 May 10am to 3pm
$5 entry
Yarra Valley Wool & Handcraft Show
Mooroolbark Community Centre, 125 Brice Ave, Mooroolbark
Sunday 2 May. 10am to 4pm. $5 entry
All the latest yarns, crafts, raffle, Devonshire tea, sausage sizzle.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/the-yarra-valley-wool-and-handicraft-show-tickets141081232765
Seabreeze Quilters Biennial Quilt In
"Simple Blessings and Happy Days"
Williamstown Town Hall, 104 Ferguson St, Williamstown
Saturday 29 May. 10am to 3pm $15 entry. Tickets entry only - no door sales
Get your tickets at www.trybooking.com/BIECA
Morning tea provided. BYO mug and lunch.
Enquiries: Julie at seabreezequilting@gmail.com or phone 0409 527 217
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Photo Gallery

This houses quilt was inspired by the one made
by Mary Ellen. It was a group effort by Jill P, Anne
L, Mary P, Marion C, Barb W and Tess H. When
quilted it will be donated to QFTH.

Marg Armstrong made this quilt for Erin's
birthday. As well as being Marg's friend, Erin
helps set up the tables and chairs for our
meetings.

Row by Row Progress Photos
The cat is enjoying this gorgeous
row by row quilt.

These 4 1/2" basket blocks were crumbed
by Fiona for a Row by Row quilt.

Show & Tell On Facebook & Instagram
Please continue to share what you’ve been making so it can be posted on Facebook and Instagram.
Photograph your completed quilts or take a close up of your work in progress and send the pictures to
Fiona using treasurer@bayquilters.com.au. Remember to include the name of the designer, the
measurements and a brief comment about technique. We would like to use as many pictures as we
can on our website, Facebook or Instagram.
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Quilting History - Influentual Quilters
Harriet Powers was an American folk artist and quilt maker also known as the “mother of AfricanAmerican quilting.” She was born into slavery and lived her whole life near Athens, Georgia. Only two
of her quilts are known today, and they are considered among the finest examples of nineteenthcentury Southern quilting.

In 1886, Powers exhibited her first quilt at the Athens Cotton Fair in Clarke County, Georgia. Bible Quilt
1886 combines African style appliqué with European style stitching. Powers used appliqué shapes to
depict bible stories such as Adam & Eve naming the animals, Jonah and the whale, the baptism of
Christ and the Last Supper. Every part of the quilt is a study in history, art and symbolism, from the
gridded layout of the story to the shapes and their placement.
Pictorial Quilt 1898 has 15 panels arranged in a grid that
depict biblical scenes and celestial and meteorological
events. Phenomena such as the Leonid meteor shower, a
series of forest fires and a major cold front are rendered in
amazing detail. Powers’ quilts have left a lasting mark on
early American art. Two of her quilts are at The National
Museum of American History in Washington D.C. and the
Boston Museum of Fine Arts. In 2009, Powers was inducted
into the Georgia Women of Achievement Hall of Fame.
Further reading • www.earlywomenmasters.net/powers/index.html
• www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/artsculture/harriet-powers-1837-1910
• www.georgiawomen.org/copy-of-pauleyfrances-freeborn

Where in the World?
We've all given quilts to people in Australia but have you given them to people overseas? In which
countries are they now being loved? Let's find out how far and wide Bay Quilters love has spread.
So far we have read about quilts in all the places marked with a star on the map. Where have you sent
a quilt? Send your story to Marion - editor@bayquilters.com.au or Judith - cmjbaxtersil@gmail.com.
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Follow Bay Quilters on social media
Bay Quilters Inc
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Any Suggestions? Or Comments?
Is there something you'd like the club to do to
help you through this period? Please send any
suggestions to president@bayquilters.com.au.

Paying by Direct Deposit
Bank details:
Account name:
Bay Quilters Inc
BSB:
633-000
Account number:
120483029
Reference:
Surname initial plus event code number (eg SmithM2)
Each event includes an Event reference code number. Refer to the individual Event page on the
website for the code. For membership renewal use your surname and Initial. Remember to keep a
copy of the bank confirmation for your records. Email the Secretary or Treasurer to advise your
payment.

